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had been despatched by Collingwootl to notify the Admiralty that the missing Villeneuve had turned up with his squadron at Cadiz, on the 20th of August. Bhwtkwood was an ohl friend and follower. It was lie who had cjouunandiHl tint "Penelope"in March, 1800, and more than any ono prtwnt had insured the capture of the "Guillauinti Tc»ll," wht»n H!UI ran out from Malta,1 — the greatest service, probably, rendered to Nelson's reputation by any man who aver sailinl under his orders. He stopped first at Morton at fiv« o'elork in the morning, and found Nelson already up and dro«8i»d-The latter said at once, "I am sure you bring me ninvs of tin? French and Spanish fleets, and I think I shall yi»t have to beat them." Later in the day he called at the Admiralty,, and there saw Blackwood again. In the course of eonvurBa-tion, which turned chiefly upon future operations* in tlici Mediterranean, he frequently repeated, "Depend ou it, H lack wood, I shall yet give Mr. Villeneuve a drubbing," an <?xpreBBU>n whose wording evinces animation and resolve,—- far removed from the troubled indecision from which, by tier OWE Lady Hamilton freed him.
It was speedily determined by the Government that the combined fleets in Cadiz should be held there, or forced to fight If they left; the country had passed through a fortnight of too great anxiety, to risk any chance of its repetition by a renewed evasion.   Ignorant of the reasons which dictated Vil-leneuve's course, and that it was not accordant bufe contrary to his orders, it was natural to suppose that there further object indicated by the position now taken, ami that object was the Mediterranean.    Moreover, BO            a
body of commissioned ships — nearly forty—us assembled, could not fail to tax severely the                 of a
port like Cadiz, and distress would tend to drive           cmt
soon.   Thirty thousand able-bodied men are a tional load on the markets of a small city,                  by
and with primitive communications by land.    Upon Nelson's principal hope of obliging them to come forth, if Napoleon himself did not compel them.   Their position, Ii« wrote the Secretary for War soon after he joined tlttj
1 Ante, p. 481,